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Walkabout Park is NOT a zoo.  Walkabout Park is a 

wildlife sanctuary.  At Walkabout Park you get to visit 

the animal at home in their natural world. 

Most of the animals at Walkabout Park are free to roam 

happily wherever they like.  Many of them hang out with 

the visitors.  Others are more shy and prefer to stay away 

from people in the bush. 

Although you will meet lots of friendly animals at 

Walkabout Park, remember, they are wild. 

When people feed wild animals, the animals learn that 

people are a source of food.  The animals don’t 

understand that they should only take food when it is 

offered to them.  They learn to help themselves to 

people’s food whenever they like. 

This makes animals act aggressively towards people, 

looking for food in people bags and pockets, and taking 

food from people who are trying to enjoy their picnics. 

When animals become aggressive about food, this can be  

scary or even dangerous, especially for small children. 

If Walkabout Park’s animals learn to be aggressive about 

food they will have to be sent to a zoo and  live in a cage, 

which would be very sad for them.   

“How come I can feed animals at other zoos, but not at 

Walkabout Park?” 

Zoos control their animals’ movements.   

Walkabout Park lets the animals go wherever they like. 

Usually, when you are allowed to feed animals in a zoo, 

they are in an enclosure away from where visitors eat 

their lunch so, even if they do learn to take food, the 

animals can’t leave the enclosure to bother people.   

Some zoos do let the animals wander around where 

people picnic and the animals do become a nuisance.  

When an animal in a zoo gets too naughty, it gets put in a 

cage.   

At Walkabout Park, we do not want to put our animals in 

cages.  We prefer to have our wildlife living wild and free 

and friendly and happy in their natural bush home. 

Even our rangers never hand feed the free-ranging 

animals.  You will notice, at feeding time, we scatter the 

food for them so they can forage for it themselves, in the 

same way that they do in the wild. 

SO, PLEASE, DO NOT FEED THE ANIMALS!  

Our animals are happy at Walkabout Park, free in the 

bush, and don’t want to be sent away to live in a zoo. 

Please keep our animals friendly and happy by not feeding 

them. 

Animals can smell food even in it is in a closed bag, so 

never leave bags or prams with food inside unattended. 

Although we do ask you to not chase the animals, the only 

time that it is okay to chase an animal is if it wants your 

food.  Please call one of the Walkabout staff to help you. 

Most emus are easy to chase away, just clap your hands 

loudly and walk confidently right up to the emu and they 

will scamper away with their feathers bouncing like a 

ballerina’s tutu.   

Happy Feet the emu can be extra pushy because he was 

hand-raised so he thinks he is a person and wants to be 

with people.  He can be a bit scary because he is very big 

and he gets so close to you.  He really is very friendly, 

though, and he sometimes likes to have his back tickled. 

Kangaroos can also be difficult to persuade to leave. 

If an animal is interested in your food, call a ranger! 


