
Walkabou t F ie ld  Gu ide:  

 

Ancient Aboriginal Sites at Walkabout Park 

 

Land of the Darkinjung and Guringai people. 

 

There are 5 sites that you can visit at Walkabout Park.  

These sites are marked with a � on your map.  Most 

people take about 60 minutes to complete the Sites Walk. 
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DIFFERENT STORIES 

 

The stories our rangers tell and the traditions they 

describe are from the best information our Cultural 

Advisers have been able to give us.  There are gaps in the 

knowledge because many elders in this area close to 

Sydney died (from introduced diseases when Europeans 

settled in Australia after 1770) before they could hand 

down all their stories.  Because of this, knowledge today is 

not 100% accurate or complete.   

 

It is also important to note that the Aboriginal people of 

Australia are not all from the same nation or mob.  There 

are many different mobs with many different, although 

often similar, traditions and stories. 

 

So if you hear something today that is a bit different from 

what you have been told, this may be why.  Please share 

your stories with us so that we can learn from them too. 

 
PENALTIES FOR DAMAGING ABORIGINAL SITES 

 

Do not damage or interfere with the sites in any way.   

Aboriginal sites are protected by NSW State and Federal 

Law.  If you damage a site, or allow someone else to do 

so, you will be prosecuted and you may receive a heavy 

fine and/or a jail sentence. 

 

����1: The Family Site 

 

Family groups would use a place like this, with water and 

large open rock spaces, to gather, relax, prepare food, tell 

stories and even camp overnight.  The natural rock pools 

provide different water collections for drinking, gathering 

food, bathing and cooling down in the Australian heat.  

Some of the pools may have been reshaped using fire to 

make them more suitable for cooking holes.  The open 

rock space would have been a safe place for children to 

play, and people to relax.  The sandstone rock surface is 

also an ideal medium for sharpening tools, and for rock 

engraving which is so important in traditional story telling. 

 

����2: The Emu Site 

 

Daramulan is the son of Baiame (the original creator spirit 

or ‘hero’) and an emu mother.  Daramulan is a shape-

changer and can be an emu or a person.  In some places 

we see Daramulan’s footprints with a human shaped heel 

and three pointy emu toes.  The Emu Site at Walkabout 

Park is a Daramulan figure with the body of an emu and 

important body adornment like buttons and headdress, 

and what appears to be a ceremonial spear in his back 

which points to another important site across the valley at 

Mt White.  Daramulan can be male or female.  Daramulan 

is  often associated with other female hero figures. 

����3: The Wallaby and Crescent Moon or Boomerang Site  

 

The Wallaby’s tail is at an unusual angle and points to 

another similar Wallaby engraving on another property in 

Calga, whose tail points back to the Walkabout wallaby.  If 

you walk along the line between the wallabies’ tails, you 

will find a permanent fresh water place.  The boomerang-

shaped engraving is probably a crescent moon as it is 

similar to crescent moon engravings in other places.  The 

crescent moon is in many Dreamtime stories. 

 

����4: The Sandstone Shelter Site 

 

Sandstone is soft and, over thousands of years, can be 

hollowed out by wind and rain.  Darkinjung and Guringai 

people did not build houses.  Instead, they used natural 

shelters like this small cave, or they made ‘humpies’ with 

sticks, leaves and rope made from the flaky-bark tree. 

 

����5: The Hand Stencil Cave Site 

 

The paintings of smaller hands indicate this was probably 

a teaching site for older children.  There has been some 

debate about whether this might have been a place where 

boys were taught Men’s Business, but closer study shows 

there are no features that suggest this was a secret site 

for men.  It was most likely a place where young people 

were taught lessons from the Dreamtime. 


