
Walkabou t F ie ld  Gu ide:  

 

Sharing the Animals’ World Safely 

 

SUPERVISE ALL KIDS, EVEN OLDER KIDS, AT ALL TIMES.  

 

Do not touch,  or approach,  any animal or bird 

unt i l  you have read this  safety information.   
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SAFETY INFORMATION & CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

Entry and activities are at your own risk. Although Walkabout 

Park takes reasonable steps to ensure your safety, this 

cannot be guaranteed and no liability is accepted by 

Walkabout Park or members of the Walkabout Park team.  

You, and children and others in your care, are your 

responsibility and take part in activities at your own risk. 

 

Walkabout Park is the real Australian bush. There are risks.  

These rules will help to keep you safe: 

NEVER stand in front of a kangaroo. The kangaroo may see 

this as a challenge and may try to defend itself. 

Do not touch any bird. All birds bite. 

Do not follow an animal that is trying to move away. If it 

wants to be on its own, leave it alone. 

Do not run or shout. It scares the animals and they may bite. 

Do not feed any animals. Feeding animals teaches them to 

be aggressive around people. 

Stay on cleared paths at all times. Snakes may sleep under 

leaf litter. If you go off the path you might stand on one. 

Do not touch animals on the head, face, neck or chest. This 

can scare it and it may defend itself by biting. 

Do not pick up the wild turtles. Do not poke sticks in their 

rock pools. This is very scary for the turtles.

All birds bite: 

Lorikeets – Before you let a lorikeet climb on you, 

consider this.  Lorikeet bites are very painful, especially 

for children.  They also poo often and will mess on your 

clothes.  If you still want to pick one up, tuck your fingers 

in and offer it your arm to climb on to.  

 

Cockatoos – Always stay at least 2 meters from a cockatoo 

and do not touch it.  Big birds’ beaks can cause serious 

injury.  Dexter only likes his handler.  Sammy loves most 

men but is afraid of women and children and might bite 

out of fear.  Joe is a sweetie, but even he bites sometimes.  

Our cockatoos have never bitten a visitor, but we don’t 

want you to be the first! 

 

Getting rid of a troublesome emu: 

 

Never feed the emus! 

  

Our emus love people and are very inquisitive. They are 

friendly, but can be intimidating. We recommend, if you 

have small kids, eat on the veranda away from the emus.   

 

If an emu is bothering you, stand up, walk right up to it 

clapping your hands loudly, and it should run away.  

Happy Feet can be more persistent in which case, call a 

ranger to move him. 

Before you approach a kangaroo or wallaby: 

 

Never feed the kangaroos! 

 

Every child, or anyone needing care, must be with an 

adult at all times.  Our kangaroos are friendly, but they are 

still wild animals so their behaviour can’t be predicted. 

 

Always stand next to a kangaroo and tickle it low down on 

its back above the tail.  If a kangaroo moves away from 

you, it wants to be on its own.  Don’t follow it. 

 

Never stand in front of a kangaroo.  Never tickle your 

tummy at a kangaroo.  Never hug a kangaroo.  Never 

touch a kangaroo on the face, head, neck or chest.  These 

are all ‘challenge’ signs.  A kangaroo might try to protect 

itself by scratching, or kicking with its strong back legs. 

 

Stay “snake safe”: 

 

Never leave the paths as snakes sleep under the leaf litter.  

Never touch a snake.  Even if it is close to you, stand 

absolutely still.  Do not run away as this might scare it.  If 

it is staying in one place, move carefully and slowly away.   

In the unlikely event that someone gets bitten (this has 

never happened at Walkabout Park), do not allow them to 

move.  Phone us on 43751100.  We are trained to deal 

with snake bite and other emergencies. 


