
Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park 
School Excursions [day visits and overnight camps] 

Driving times  

From the Sydney Harbour Bridge 55 minutes  

From Hornsby 25 minutes  
From Gosford 15 minutes  

From Newcastle South 55 minutes 
 

Friendly free-ranging wildlife 

Interact hands-on with iconic Australian animals at home in their natural habitat 

80 acres of natural bush 

Experience the Australian bush, fox-free and pristine, safely led by the rangers 

Aboriginal sites 

Visit ancient Aboriginal sites and learn about the indigenous history of the area  

Education programs 

Choose a standard workshop, or a syllabus-based program designed for you 

 

Attachments 

1. Quick Reference Programs and Pricing (showing most popular options) 

2. Walkabout Park Resources and Ranger knowledge 

3. Primary School K-6 Workshop Options (day-time excursions) 

4. “Bed in the Bush” School Camps 

5. Morning Tea and Lunch Options 

6. Program Recommendations (age- and stage-appropriate workshops) 

7. Teacher Testimonials 

8. Important Questions Answered 

9. Map and Driving Directions 

 

How to contact the Education Coordinator at Walkabout Park 

Phone  (02) 43751100 

Fax  (02) 43751257 

Email  info@walkaboutpark.com.au 

Website  www.walkaboutpark.com.au  

Postal Address 1 Darkinjung Road, cnr Peats Ridge Road, Calga, NSW 2250 

Physical Address  corner of Peats Ridge & Darkinjung Roads, Calga, NSW 2250 

mailto:info@walkaboutpark.com.au?subject=Enquiry%3A%20General
http://www.walkaboutpark.com.au/
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AUSTRALIA WALKABOUT WILDLIFE PARK 

Walkabout Park is a natural bush sanctuary with friendly free-ranging Australian wildlife as well as 

animals in natural bush camps, and takes interpretive tours to Aboriginal sites.  Workshops include 

different activities depending on the learning outcomes you are looking for, with elements of…  

Wildlife Animal Interaction and Animal Care 
Habitat Conservation and Bio-Diversity 
Bush Care and Bush Survival 

Aboriginal Culture and Being Australian 
Comparing Ancient and Contemporary Australia 
Natural Sciences including Geography and Biology 

 
Primary School Day-time Excursions* 

All workshops include complimentary all day park access 

Up to 29  
pay per group 

30 or more 
pay per person 

Ranger-led Wildlife Introduction to the free-ranging animals and their 
habitat followed by a Teacher-led Wild Walkabout 

 
$270  

 
$  9.00  

Ranger-led Wild Walkabout Workshop 1x 1¼ hour module – Animal 
Interaction OR Aboriginal Bush Lessons 

 
$360  

 
$12.00  

Ranger-led Wild Walkabout Workshop 2x 1¼ hour modules – Animal 
Interaction AND Aboriginal Bush Lessons 

 
$495  

 
$16.50  

Syllabus-Based Wild Workshop – e.g. Science & Technology; Human 
Society and its Environment (HSIE); COGS 

 
from $495  

 
from $16.50  

   
Lunch Options* 
Other options also available - see Attachment 6 

Up to 19  
pay per group 

20 or more 
pay per person 

Single Sausage Sizzle  
1x sausage sandwich, cordial 

 
$90 

 
$4.50 

Big Sausage Sizzle 
2x sausage sandwiches, cordial 

 
$130 

 
$6.50 

   
Overnight “Bed in the Bush” Primary School*  
Safe school camping with the animals in the Australian bush 

Up to 15 
pay per group 

15 or more 
pay per person 

Overnight camping experience with hands-on animal interactions, 
nocturnal spotlighting, campfire and Aboriginal bush lessons (includes 
ranger-led afternoon and nocturnal programs, family-sized tents, 
afternoon refreshments, dinner, breakfast, teachers’ “4WD” 
mattresses) 

 
$1,115 

 
$77.00 

*For details please refer to the other Attachments
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Animals 

 Friendly wild animals hopping happily through the bush in their natural environment.  
Even those that must be housed separately are in natural camps, not cages! 

 Hands-on animal interaction. 

 Natural bush habitat. 

 Animal care. 

 Feral animal impacts. 

Aboriginal Culture 

 Indigenous lessons from the bush: bush tucker and bush medicine 

 Ancient Aboriginal sites: engravings, stencils, shelters and family filtration pools 

 Bush tools: boomerang throwing, bullroarer, indigenous tools, bush soap making 

 Shelters: rope making, natural and built shelters (‘humpies’) 

Aussie Culture 

 Whip cracking 

 Swinging the billy 

 Bush survival skills 

Comparing Ancient and Contemporary Australia 

 Culture and the Dreamtime 

 Sustainable living (sandmining, roads, houses, fences, power, gas, phones) 

 “People are animals too” 

 Responsible pet ownership 

 The importance of “Diversity” – What does “Endangered” mean? 

Wild Nature 

 Water 

 Fire 

 Land formations 

 Australian plants 

Syllabus-based Workshops tailored to Department of Education learning outcomes 

 HSIE 

 Aboriginal Studies 

 Society and Culture 

 Biology 

 Geography 

 Earth and Environmental Science 

 Dance 

 Food Technology 

 Animal Care 

 Photography, Video and Digital Imaging
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OPTION 1 Ranger-led Wildlife Introduction    
 PLUS Teacher-led Walkabout Up to 29 students 30 or more students 
 $270 per group $9.00 per student 

 
OPTION 2    Ranger-led Wild Walkabout 

 Choose one or more modules Up to 29 students 30 or more students 
1x 1¼ hour module $360 per group $12.00 per student 
2x 1¼ hour module $495 per group $16.50 per student 

 Module A: Spikes, scales, feathers and fur… Go walkabout with the rangers to discover 
Australia’s weird and wonderful wildlife 

 Module B: Aboriginal Bush Skills… Boomerang throwing, bush soap making, making the 
bull-roarer roar, and Aboriginal tools 

 Module C: Ancient Aboriginal Sites… Visit one site (hand stencil cave, rock engravings, 
or family filtration pools) and learn about bush tucker and bush medicine  

 Module D: Aboriginal Shelter Building… Help the ranger build an Aboriginal ‘humpy’, 
making bark-rope and using the rope to build a shelter out of branches and leaves 

 

OPTION 3    Syllabus-Based Workshop  
  Outcomes prescribed by NSW Dep Ed Up to 29 students 30 or more students 

Prices start from $495 per group $16.50 per student 
Science & Technology Stages 1-3:  

 Built Environments 

 Living Things 

 Earth and its Surroundings 

Human Society and its Environment (HSIE) Stages 1-3: 

 Stage 1 – The Need for Shelter;  The Way We Were;  Wet and Dry Environments 

 Stage 2 – Australia: You’re Standing in It;  British Colonisation of Australia;  Places: Then, 
Now and Tomorrow;  People and Their Beliefs;  State and National Parks 

 Stage 3 – Identity and Values 

 
Example of a syllabus-based workshop  

The Need for Shelter 

Ranger-led bush walk to learn about different ancient Aboriginal shelters in the bush plus 
other indigenous lessons on finding everything you need to live in the bush. 

 Visit a natural sandstone shelter 

 Visit a ‘humpy’ made out of bark-rope, sticks and leaves and learn how it is made 

 Compare these ancient shelters to the buildings we use today 

 Find bush tucker and bush medicine along the way  

Learn about Australian animals’ shelters.  See how animals find or build shelters in the bush.  
See the kinds of shelters we build for animals that are not living in the wild. 

 Interact with wild (but friendly) animals living naturally in the bush 

 Have a hands-on introduction to a number of tame animals 

 See marsupial joeys in the pouch 

 Learn about monotreme adaptations 

 Meet the flying foxes, pythons, termites, and more, and learn about their homes
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Pricing, Availability and Inclusions 
Adults pay student prices 

Up to 15  
pay per group 

15 or more  
pay per person 

 $1,155 $77 
   

 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday nights (not on the night before a Public Holiday) 
 Bookings are subject to availability 
 Includes Ranger-led program 
 Includes sturdy 3mx3m ‘family-sized’ tents 
 Includes afternoon refreshments, dinner, breakfast 
 Includes complimentary all day park access on Day 2 

Program and Day Plan 
3pm Day 1 Arrive, welcome, afternoon refreshments – cordial, spring water, biscuits 
to 9pm  Ochre face-painting and boomerang throwing 
  Ranger-led animal interaction then wash up with bush soap before dinner 

  Big Sausage Sizzle – sausage, bread, lamingtons, cordial, spring water 
  Quoll feeding and Tasmanian devil feeding, then night critters nocturnal walk 
  Camp fire (except if total fire ban), Dreamtime stories, toast marshmallows 
8am Day 2  Breakfast – assorted cereals, toast, jams and spreads, lemon squash,  orange  
to 9am squash, spring water 
  Campsite vacated 
to 5pm  Teacher-led walkabout, free to remain in park or leave when ready 
 

Sleeping gear 

 Teachers get free super comfortable “4WD” mattresses. 

 Bring your own sleeping bags or duvets and pillows (or may be hired from Walkabout Park) 

Showers and Toilets 

 Toilets are located close to the tents 

 Showers are usually NOT available except in emergencies 

Group Size 

 Workshops are designed for groups of up to 40 people (students and adults) 

 More than 40 campers may be accommodated – contact us to discuss  

Availability, Bookings and Deposit 

 To confirm your booking, we do require a 20% non-refundable deposit 

 The deposit is non-refundable because, once your booking is confirmed, Walkabout Park will 
turn away other business for that night 

Wet Weather Policy 
 In milder wet weather students bring rain gear for a different but just as much fun excursion.   
 Calga weather patterns are quite different to the Sydney Basin and the Central Coast.  

Contact Walkabout Park for an update on expected weather conditions. 
 If the weather is expected to be dangerous, Walkabout Park will contact you to reschedule 

your excursion or give you a credit for a future excursion.   
 If Walkabout Park does not assess the wet weather conditions as dangerous but you would 

like to reschedule anyway, we respect this and will work with you to find an alternate date.
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You are welcome to bring your own picnic or ask us to cater for you. 

Catering options must be pre-arranged at time of booking, and must be selected for the entire group 

(either for all students, or for all students and adults). 

Vegetarian options are available on request. 

IMPORTANT... 

Walkabout Park’s kangaroos and emus do wander around free (and Zoe the Kangaroo can open 

school bag zips) so please tell students to bring their food in raid-proof plastic lunch boxes. 

 
Lunch Options 
 

Up to 19  
pay per group 

20 or more  
pay per person 

Bring your own picnic lunch at no charge OR 
 

  

Single Sausage Sizzle (snack or for younger students) 
1x sausage sandwich, cordial 
 

$90 $4.50 

Big Sausage Sizzle 
2x sausage sandwiches, cordial 
 

$130 $6.50 

Sausage BBQ 
Sausages, pesto pasta salad, summer-slaw salad, bread, local 
spring water, cordial, tea, coffee, lamingtons 
 

$240 $12.00 

   

Morning Refreshments Options 
 

  

Bring your own picnic morning tea at no charge OR 
 

  

Standard tea/coffee Package: Nescafe Coffee, Lipton Tea 
 

$22 $1.10  

Fruity ice tubes (2 per person) 
 

$30 $1.50  

Cordial  
 

$16 .80  

Can of soft drink  
 

$40 $2.00  

Box juice 
 

$40 $2.00  

Variety of biscuits (chocolate, plain and cream) 
 

$33 $1.65  

Damper and billy tea with “swing the billy” demonstration 
 

$80 $4.00  
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Fun and Educational “Environment and Sustainability Education” Excursions 
with NSW Board of Studies Syllabus prescribed Learning Outcomes 

Choose a program that suits your learning outcomes and your budget 
Choose a combination of activities incorporating any or all of Animal Interaction, Aboriginal Bush 
Lessons, Bush Skills and various Syllabus-based Activities! 

Our programs are designed for… 

 Day-time excursions AND Overnight camps with ranger-led nocturnal program 

 Teacher-led AND Ranger-led Walkabout Workshops 

 Fun (and educational) Wild Walkabouts AND Workshops with syllabus-based (and fun) 
learning outcomes 

 Single-subjects AND Connected Outcomes Groups (COGS) & Integrated Learning 

 Single-year classes AND Multi-age groupings 

Students with special needs… 

 Our rangers are experienced working with people with special physical or intellectual needs. 

 Most workshops can be adapted to meet most special needs requirements. 

 Most parts of Walkabout Park accessed in school workshops are wheelchair accessible. 

 Walkabout Park’s visitor centre has accessible ramps, wide doors and toilets. 

 Carers of students with special needs are not charged for. 

We recommend the following age-appropriate and stage-appropriate workshops… 

For Pre-school we recommend an Adventure Workshop (also suitable for older students) 

 Reptile Rampage (scaly creatures e.g. turtles, dragons, snakes, lizards and goannas) 

 Fuzzy Friends (furry creatures e.g. koalas, kangaroos, flying foxes and dingoes) 

 Bug Ballistic (find the tiniest creatures, Aboriginal bush bug repellent, insect bite remedies) 

 Darkinjung Dreaming (animal tracking, Dreamtime stories, bush soap-making, ochre paint-
painting, finding bush tucker) 

For Primary School Stage 1 (K-2), Stage 2 (2-4), Stage 3 (4-6) we recommend… 

 One or two “Adventure Workshops” (also suitable for “Vacation Care”) 

 Single Wild Walkabout – Animal Encounter  

 Single Wild Walkabout – Aboriginal Bush Lessons 

 Double Wild Walkabout – Animal Encounter and Aboriginal Bush Lessons 

 Syllabus-based “Units of Work” (tailored to deliver what you’re doing in the classroom) 

 School camps “Bed in the Bush” 
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Quick link to the Walkabout Park Website Resource Centre 

www.walkaboutpark.com.au 

The Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park website has over 100 pages of educational 
information on animals, Aboriginal history, contemporary Australia and more, with lots 
of useful information plus photos and videos.   

You can just click on the link  www.walkaboutpark.com.au or type it into the address line 
on your computer. 

 

Teacher Recommendations 
  

Primary School Stage 2 – Wild Walkabout Workshop 
Kanwal Public School 
Barb Oldfield 
This is just a very quick, but huge, thank you to yourself and your Rangers - Karin, Nick, and the 
others whose names escape me - for the wonderful 2 days we spent (Yr 3 & Yr 4) at your park. 
The depth of knowledge was amazing, the organisation superb, the animals obliging, etc, etc. 
Nothing was too much trouble for your staff, taking the pressure off us to a huge degree. 
This was personally my third or fourth school visit to Walkabout. It gets better with each visit 
and I will certainly continue to promote you. 
Once again, thank you ! 
 
Primary School Stage 1 – Wild Walkabout Workshop 
Berowra Christian School  
Kirsti Staden 
Just to say how thankful I am for the wonderful day that we had at the Walkabout Wildlife Park. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed it and learnt so much. They wrote some fantastic recounts 
about their day. I will certainly spread the word to others. 
 
Preschool (French) – “Bed in the Bush” School Camp 
North Sydney, Les Petites Classes 
Estelle Ruelland 
First of all, happy new year to you and to all the team of the park! 
I had wonderful feedbacks from all the families present at our excursion of the 17th December :-
) Some families discovered that camping was really fun and plan new adventures! 

http://www.walkaboutpark.com.au/
http://www.walkaboutpark.com.au/
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Complimentary Park Entry 

 Students and accompanying adults receive complimentary access to Walkabout Park until 
5pm on the day of the excursion, after the school excursion program ends. 

Ratio of Teachers and Carers Free, Student Prices for Additional Adults 

 For day-time excursions, for every 10 students, one teacher may be included at no cost. 

 For day-time excursions, bona fide carers looking after students with special needs who 
require a full-time carer may be included at no cost. 

 For day-time excursions, additional adults pay student prices. 

 For overnight camping excursions, teachers and other adults pay student prices. 

Teacher Refreshments and Meals 

 Teachers get  free tea and coffee during the excursion. 

 Teachers pay student prices for any catered meals. 

Bus Driver Refreshments and Park Access 

 Bus drivers get free tea and coffee during the excursion.  

 Bus drivers receive complimentary access to Walkabout Park during the excursion. 

Recommended Day Plan (can be varied) 

 10:00am Arrive, Ranger welcome, Morning tea (BYO or supplied by Walkabout Park) 

 10:30am Teacher-led Walkabout OR Ranger-led Walkabout Workshop module A 

 11:45am Lunch (BYO or supplied by Walkabout Park) 

 12:15pm Teacher-led Walkabout OR Ranger-led Walkabout Workshop module B 

 01:30pm Program ends 

 01:45pm Buses depart 

Number of Students per Ranger-led Group and Maximum Group Sizes 

 Each Ranger will lead up to 30 students 
 You may hire extra rangers if you prefer to have fewer numbers in each group 
 Up to 4 Ranger-led groups (120 students) can usually be accommodated on a day 
 More than 120 students may be included – contact us to discuss  

Availability, Bookings and Deposit 

 Bookings are subject to availability 

 To confirm your booking, we do require a 20% non-refundable deposit 

 The deposit is non-refundable because, once your booking is confirmed, Walkabout Park will 
turn away other business for that day, however it can be credited against a future excursion 

Wet Weather Policy  

 The rangers at Walkabout Park will go ahead with the program in milder wet weather 
conditions (students bring their rain gear for a different but just as much fun excursion) 

 Calga weather patterns are quite different to Sydney and the Central Coast being outside the 
Sydney basin, and inland from and high above the coastal areas 

 You can contact Walkabout Park 5 days before excursion to make general enquiries about 
weather conditions, with more specific information available 48 hours prior 

 If the weather appears dangerous, Walkabout Park will contact you to reschedule your 
excursion or give you a credit for a future excursion 

 If Walkabout Park does not assess the wet weather conditions as dangerous but you would 
like to reschedule anyway, we respect this and will work with you to find an alternate date
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Postal and 1 Darkinjung Road, Calga, NSW 2250 

Physical Address  corner of Peats Ridge & Darkinjung Roads 

Phone  (02) 43751100  

 
Driving times from 
Sydney Harbour Bridge 55 minutes  
Hornsby 25 minutes  
Gosford 15 minutes  

 
Driving directions from Sydney/Hornsby 

Follow Newcastle signs along Pacific Highway and onto M1 (F3) at Wahroonga. 

Drive north towards Newcastle.  

Cross the Hawkesbury River.  

Pass (don't take) the Mt White turnoff.  

Take the next exit, the Calga Interchange sign-posted "Peats Ridge".  

Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park is only 200m off the M1. 

Keep left as the interchange straightens out into Peats Ridge Road.  

200m on the left is Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park.  

 

Driving directions from Newcastle/Gosford 

Take the M1 (F3).  

Drive south towards Sydney.  

Pass (don't take) the Kariong /Gosford/ Reptile Park turnoff.  

Take the next exit, the Calga Interchange sign-posted "Peats Ridge".  

Keep left as the interchange winds around and around for about 1 km. 

You will pass "Sydney/Newcastle M1" and "ramp speed 40" signs. It feels like 

you're going back onto the M1. Don’t worry, you're not! You are on the correct 
route. 

Turn left at the T-intersection. 

The interchange will eventually straighten out into Peats Ridge Road.  

200m on the left is Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park.  

 

 


